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preparing the wall

Sheathing/Backerboard 
Our vinyl siding should be applied 
over a sheathing that provides a 
smooth, flat, stable surface. Consult 
local building codes for sheathing 
requirements. Vinyl siding should 
never be applied directly to studs 
without sheathing. We recommend 
that wood-based sheathings be  
protected utilizing moisture-
resistant housewrap or building 
paper prior to the installation of 
the siding and accessories. Some 
building codes now require this 
protection.

Flashing 
Flashing, such as aluminum coil 
stock, should be applied around  
windows, doors, other openings, 
inside and outside corners, and the 
intersection of walls and roofing to 
prevent water infiltration.

New Construction

Step 1 
Make sure all studs are straight and 
true to avoid bulges or dips in the  
finished wall. Correct any bowed 
studs at this time.

Step 2 
Make sure all sheathing is properly 
fastened to the framing according 
to building code requirements and/
or the sheathing manufacturer’s rec-
ommendations.

Note: Sheathing behind vinyl siding must 

be smooth, flat, stable and appropriate 

for use on the type of construction being 

erected. Increasing requirements in build-

ing codes, especially in the areas of fire 

and wind resistance, make the appropriate 

choice and fastening of wall sheathing an 

important area of consideration. Check 

local building codes for the allowable type 

and thickness of sheathing that can be uti-

lized on the type of structure being sided.

Step 3 
Make sure subwall assembly is 
weathertight before applying sid-
ing. Vinyl siding and vinyl siding 
accessories alone do not constitute 
a waterproof installation. The com-
bination of proper subwall prepara-
tion and siding installation result 
in the desired protection of the 
structure.

Wall sheathing should be weather-
resistant, or covered with a weath-
er-resistant barrier such as fanfold  
insulation, housewrap, or building 
paper. Independent VSI studies  
indicate that the combination of 
a weather resistant barrier plus 
a housewrap result in improved 
weather performance of the vinyl 
siding. Some building code juris-
dictions are currently requiring this 
protection. A weather-resistant cov-
ering should be properly fastened 
according to the manufacturer’s 
instructions, and be smooth and 

even. Flashing and caulking should 
be added as needed in areas such as 
windows, doors, and other openings 
to control moisture and to protect 
the subwall assembly.

WARNING: A smooth, flat, stable wall  

surface is necessary for the proper 

installation of vinyl siding. Waviness in  

the finished siding resulting from uneven or 

inadequate backerboard sheathing  

constitutes misapplication under the terms 

of the warranty.

Tip: Place the drywall in the house, on  

the floor of the room where it is going to be 

applied, prior to the installation of the  

siding when possible. This will help load  

the floor system and the floor band prior to 

applying siding. This can help reduce  

panel bulging in the floor band areas  

where compression and shrinkage  

typically occur.
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preparing the wall

Furring strips

Residing Existing 
Structures

Step 1 
Nail down any loose boards on  
existing siding, and replace any rotten 
wood as needed. DO NOT INSTALL 
VINYL SIDING OVER ROTTEN 
WOOD. (See Fig. 1)

Step 2 
Scrape off loose caulk and any other 
buildup that may interfere with the 
siding installation. Remove all items 
such as gutters, downspouts, and light 
fixtures as needed.

Step 3 
Install suitable sheathing, as needed, 
to provide a smooth, flat, and stable 
surface for the installation of the vinyl 
siding. See information previously 
given in this segment for additional 
instructions on subwall protection and 
flashing.

Step 4 
Install furring in areas needing 
straightening and leveling. Apply  
rigid sheathing to cover and level the 
furring strips. Do not apply vinyl  
siding directly to furring strips with-
out sheathing, because the siding may 
conform around the furred areas  
causing an uneven appearance.  
(See Fig 2)

Step 5 
Window and door casings may need 
additional attention or preparation. 
Depending on vinyl siding moldings 
being used, a window/door casing 
generally needs to extend out from the 
finished subwall sufficiently, to allow 
a J-Channel or similar molding to butt 
to it. In some situations, building out 
the casings, or using special purpose 
moldings such as Window and Door 
Surround may be necessary.

Fig. 1

Fig. 2
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Over Masonry  
Sub-surface

1˝ x 3˝ wood strips are installed with 
masonry nails over the masonry area 
to be sided (Fig. 1). For increased 
decay resistance, use pressure treated 
furring strips.

Step 1 
For horizontal siding, strips should 
be installed vertically 12˝ to 16˝  on 
center. They should be installed com-
pletely around doors, windows and 
other openings, at all corners, and at 
the top and bottom of the area to be 
sided.

Step 2 
For vertical siding, furring is essen-
tially the same as for horizontal sid-
ing. Strips should be nailed horizon-
tally 12˝ to 16˝ centers.

NOTE: Furring strips should be covered with 

insulated sheathing or the spaces between the 

furring strips should be filled in with insulated 

sheathing equal in thickness to the furring 

strips. This will provide an even wall surface 

for the siding and help avoid any waviness.

Furring stripsFurring Strips, 1x3s

Starter 
Strip

Insulated 
Sheathing

Cinder
Blocks

Fig. 1
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