SOFFIT INSTALLATION
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Soffit is the name given to materials
used to enclose the underside of eaves
and porch ceilings. The installation of
soffit will determine the positioning
of the inside and outside corner posts.
It also is necessary to complete the
soffit, or install the soffit moldings,
before the final course of siding is
installed on the wall.

Vinyl soffit is designed to be easily
installed in residing or new construc-
tion. Soffit panels are similar to verti-
cal siding. Manufacturers produce
both solid and vented panels.

NOTE: Proper attic ventilation is important
for any home. Consult a local building official
for the appropriate requirements for a specific
geographical area, and use vented soffit or

other vented products as necessary.

Preparation

Inspect and plan the job in advance.
For residing applications, nail down
any loose panels, boards or shingles.
Check surfaces for straightness and
fur when necessary. Surfaces should
be uniform and straight from various
viewing angles.

The procedure used to install soffit
depends on the construction of the

eaves. There are two different types
of eaves:

TYPE ONE

Open eaves with exposed raf-

ters  or trusses-are typical of new
construction. Open eave installa-
tion procedures are also used when
removing damaged soffit during a
residing project.

TYPE TWO

Enclosed eaves (eaves with a wood or
plywood soffit already in place) are
typical of residing projects.

Installation Over Open Eaves:

Step 1
Install receiving channels (F-Channel
or J-Channel).

There are several ways to install
receiving channels for soffit. You can
use accessories such as J-Channel

or F-Channel. The best approach is
to select a method that works most
effectively with the construction
techniques used to create the eave.

Examine the illustrations at left and
find one that most closely resembles
the construction methods used for
your particular project (Figs. 1
through 4).

Install the receiving channels
following the details shown in the
illustrations. Nail channels every 127,
positioning the nail in the center of
the slot. Fasten channels, just snug to
take out excessive play. Do not over-
drive fasteners.

NOTE: Recommended nailing for soffit panels
is 16” on center, however, if the eave span is
over 187, nailing strips must be installed (Fig.
4). In areas with high wind restrictions, nail-

ing should not exceed 127 on center.



SOFFIT INSTALLATION

5-step procedure continued:

Step 2

Measure from inside the wall molding
to the fascia board. On soffit panels
36" or less in length, subtract 1/4” for
expansion. Panels over 36” in length
require 1/4” clearance at each end of
the soffit panel. Mark this dimension
on a soffit panel and cross cut using a
power saw with a reversed finetooth
blade or snips. Cut one or two panels
at a time, carefully advancing the saw
through the vinyl.

Step 3

Insert one end of the panel into the
channel on the wall, then the other
end into the channel at the fascia
board (Fig. 1).

* It might be necessary to flex the
panel slightly to insert it into the
second channel.

* Make certain the panel is
perpendicular to the wall, and then
nail. Depending on the installa-
tion method being used, nails will
be hammered either into a nailing
strip or fascia board.

* Do not nail soffit panels tightly.

* Continue the installation by
locking and nailing the panels.
Make certain the panels are fully
locked along their entire length.

Step 4

To turn a corner, measure from the
channel at the wall corner to the
channel at the corner of the fascia
board (Fig. 1). Subtract 1/4” for
expansion. Cut and install H-Molding
lineal or back-to-back J-Channel. If
necessary, install nailing strips to
provide backing for the lineal. Miter
cut the corner soffit panels and install
as described in Step 3.

Step 5

Install vinyl or aluminum fascia as
needed to finish installation. (see sec-
tion on fascia installation)

Soffit double
channel lineal

/ Fascia

Miter soffit
panels
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Installation Over
Enclosed Eaves

The procedure used to install soffit over enclosed eaves is almost identical
to that used for open eaves. The major difference is the installation of the
J-Channel at the wall line rather than F-Channel (Figs. 1 and 2).

Determine the preferred method of installing soffit at the fascia board.

NOTE: If the existing soffit is rotted or damaged, remove it completely before installing vinyl
soffit, then use the instructions for open eaves.



